
ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATION SERVICE
On Thursday 25 April in the holidays, 6 prefect members and I alongside Mr McCormack
braved the cold and the early morning to attend an Anzac Day Dawn Service at the Cabra
Vale Memorial Park.

I wasn’t too sure what to expect, as I had never attended a service like this, and as many others,
treated Anzac Day in the past as more of a public holiday than a sombre period of reflection.

Alongside fellow students, who heard from war veterans, past and present and their close
Copyright Thomas Hassall Anglican College. All Rights Reserved. 125 Kingsford Smith Ave, Middleton Grange NSW 2171 Page 1 of 2

https://newsletter.thac.nsw.edu.au/file/img5284jpg
https://newsletter.thac.nsw.edu.au/file/img5287jpg
https://newsletter.thac.nsw.edu.au/bulletin-article/18789/28#dexp-carousel
https://newsletter.thac.nsw.edu.au/bulletin-article/18789/28#dexp-carousel


relatives we were able to lay a wreath at the marble memorial,  I think it was confronting to hear
of their experiences, their sacrifice, and the lasting impact it has on those around them.

It also impacts us in the wider community. Aside from the glorification of war in video games and
in film, the sacrifice of the Anzac is one which often goes unnoticed, but we should cherish it
everyday because they afforded us our freedom to this very day.  Anzac Day is a day for
commemoration rather than glorification. And in recognising this, I believe my fellow prefects and
I really understood what the Ode and the Last Post symbolise.

Service men and women, past or currently serving, have given and are prepared to give the
ultimate sacrifice of their lives, alongside their loyalty, courage and strength.This sac rifice is
something we would all find extremely difficult to make.

So what we should do is: at the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember
them, lest we forget.

Dominic Marino
Year 12 Student
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